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Mr. Stratt on the Habits and Economy of Ants. 
] URING a short stay last month at Malvern Wells, in 


Worcestershire, I observed, in climbing one of the hills, 
along bare place, which ran diagonally across a smooth grass 
walk, which had been made for the accommodation of those 
who visited the Wells, This bare place or path was entirely 
filled with ants, which were .running backwards and forwards, 
apparently very busy in search of food. The path seemed to 
be between nine and ten feet in length, and about two inches 
in breadth, and terminated-at the lower extremity in a bed of 
nettles and long grass; and none of the ants deviated at all 
from the path ’tll they reached this point, when they sepa- 
rated, and went different. ways. ‘Those which returned with 
food in their mouths deposited it in the nest, which was at the 
other end. 

{ observed many of thém returning from the nest, with 
something in their mouths, which, upon closer inspection, I 
found to be their young, which they were taking out, for the 
purpose, as I concluded, of exposing them to the air and sun. 
When they had proceeded about one-third of the way dowa 
the path, they deposited their charge upon the grass, and re- 
turned to the nest, in all probability to fetch more of their 
young. [ watched several of the antsone by one from the 
nest, and found that they went an immense way in search of 
food. LI kept my eye upon one in particular for some time, 
and at length saw ittake up a dead fly, with which it was re- 
turning to the nest; butwhen it had proceeded about half way 
up the path it was overtaken by another ant, which seemed 
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also to be returning, but which had not been so successful as 
that whose motions I had been observing: @ Contest instantly 
ensued, in which the one that had made the attack succeeded 
in getting possession of the dead fly, which it carried triumph- 
antly to the nest, whilst the other returned in search of some- 
thing else, ashamed to enter the nest without contributing to 
rhe general stock. 

Upon examining the nest closer, I observed several of the 
ants that appearec dto be w jandering beyond the nest, a circum- 

stance which I had not before noticed. 1 followed them with 
amy_eye, and found that there was another paih, formed by 
them amongst the loose stones and sand of the bill ; and, upon 
ascending a litle higher, [ found it was as much thronged with 
them as the path below. | I traced them for about 250 or 300 
yards, when, to my great surprise, [ discovered an immense nest 
_of about fourteen yards im citcumference, in which I beheld 
such myriads of ihese little creatures that my eyes were ac- 
ivaily dazzled with looking atthem. The nest was composed 
- small bits of dry grass, bark of trees, fern leaves, Xe. all of 
em cut ipta litte shreds of about one quarter of au inch in 
feogth. ‘The entrances into it were innumerable, and thronged 
with the busy ttiti¢e, Wishing to ascertain, the depth ot ‘the 
vest, b thrustapy stick into it, and-fouod that, for about a foo 
and a hall, it was compvsed of these dry leaves, Nc. and upon 
turning this up L sew ail the young. and food deposited amongst 
the swail loose stones of which that partof the hill was com- 
posed, 

I did not dare to reuiaip long near the nest, for I found my- 
sell shiitelee covered trom head to foat in the space of two mi- 
uutes, ‘ihe next morning | found the breach which L had 
made the night betore complekly repaired, and also a dead 
iole, which | had thrown into ‘the, nest, emtisely consumed, 
j endenvoure «l-to find if there were any oiber pail is Mhich led 
trom the west, but i could not discover any. There were a 
great number of ant-hills made by the formica rubra, or red 
ant,all around this: nest, some within ten or twelve feet; but 
he ants of both species seewed.to keep quite distinct, and 
never iq untertere with each other, 1 brought several of ae 
ants home wits me; and, upon examination, the Y appear io 
weto be the farmica herculanea, or horse-ant, of Lian wuss 
but L do not conceive they are peculiar tg that part of the coun- 
ty in which Lb saw them. 


D. STRUTT. 


Deriy, dugust 12, 1810. 
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PREMATURE INTERMENT. 


[From Rembeck’s Travels.] 


ASTY interment is still a prevalent custom in Russia! 
and even premature barials are said to be not: qnite un- 
known. A short time previous to my departure, the fol- 
lowing horrid circumstance was related at St. Petersburgh :— 
A young nobleman, who had squandered away his foriane, 
found his sister, to whom he applied for assistance, not the 
least inclined to sacrifice her patrimony to his taste for dissipa- 
tions As he considered himse!f her heir, a wicked thought 
arose in lis breast to make himself master of her fortane. 


-With this view he found means to give the unfortunate lady a 


sleeping draught. She was now considered as dead, and with 
every appearance of the deepest sorrow, the interment was 
resolved upon. The corpse was already placed before the «!- 
tar, when one of her friends bappening ta pass the place, was 
informed of her sudden death. She burried to the church, 
where the priest was already pronouncing the blessing over the 
corpse, and, in order to imprint her last farewell kiss on het 
dearly beloved friend, she hastened to the coflin, Ste seized 
her arm, and fonnd it rather flaccid, but not stiff: she touched 
her cheek, and imagined she felt some natural warmth in it. 
She insisted upon stopping the ceremony, and trying whether 
her friend might not be recalled to life. But all was in vain: 
neither the brother nor the priest would listen to her solicita- 
tions; on the contrary, they ridiculed her asa person out of 
her mind. Unfortunately, she no where found assistance’ 
She immediateiy, in her anxiety, threw herself iato her care 
riage, and hastened to the neighbouring seat of government. 
Here she found an audience ; proper persons aceompanied ber 
to investigate the case, and she drove back with speed ; but 
found her friend already covered with sacred earth. The in- 
terment had taken place the day before; and the inhamau 
brother bad obtained possession of her property, while priests 
and witnesses attested that the anfortunate person was actuuily 
dead. Among the Russians it is reckoned to be a heinous sin 
to dig up a corpse ; and thus the desire of a gencrous fricad 
for a long time experienced the most violent opposition to 
convince herself ofthe truth by ocular demonstration ; till at last 
the Commission of Inquiry conceived-seme suspicion, end in- 
sisted on opening the grave, when the poor unfortunate lady 
was found to be suffocated, with her face lacerated, and the 
impression of her nails in the cotlin lid. The brother and the 
priest were immediately taken into custody, and conlessed 
their crime. The punishment they underweat £ have not 
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DESCRIPTION OF HYDERADABL. 


[ From Pottinget’s Travels in Beloohistan and Sindc.] 


YDERADAB lies in latitude 25 deg, 22 min. north, 
longitude 68 deg. 41 win. east, on the eastern side of an 
island that is formed, as | have already stated, by the streams 
of the Indus and Fulclee. The nearest point of the former 
river bears from the fort west by south four miles, and the 
Jatter runs within ene thousand paces of the foot of the pre- 
cipice on whiels it is built, but sends off a creek sufficiently 
Jarge to admit boats within a few yards of the fortifieations, 
when the river itself is swolo. This fortress was built by 
Meer Futtuh Allee, an elder brother of the present princes, 
and is looked upom by the Sindians as strong enough to defy 
any attempt that might be made to reduce it, but it would 
make a poor defence against the regular approaches of an 
European enemy. Theshape of the fortifications is emtirely 
irregular, as they have been so fashioned as to correspond with 
the curves and angles of the hill, The wails are of brick, from 
fifteen to thirty feet high, and the foundations of them are 
placed on the very edge of the summit of the hill ; there they 
are pretty thiek and solid, but taper off so much towards the 
summit, and are so weakened by embrasures.and the loop- holes 
with which they are pierced, that avery few well-directed 
shot would demolish any part of them, and expose the people 
on the ramparts to the fire of musketry. The round towers 
that flank the whole are erected in judicious positions, at in- 
tervals of three or four hendred paces, and combined with the 
steepness of the hill, have an imposing appearance ; but the 
laiter is of too soft and friable a stone to be scarped, and the 
slope is such, that the rubbish, from a breach made in the wa!i, 
would rest upon it, and materially. assist troaps in storming the 
place, by affording them secure footing. 

On the northern side there is a dry ditch, that has a bridge 
across it leading to the gate, which is protected by an immense 
bastion built over it. There are about seventy pieces of cans 
non mounted on the works of Hyderabad ; bat, with the ex- 
ception of eight or ten pieces of heavy metal in the bastion 
over the gate, they are all said to be small and in bad order. 
The pettal, or subarh, lies to the northwith of the fortress, on 
a rising piece of ground, and consists of two thousand five 
hundred houses, with a population of ten thousand souls. Lu- 
side the fort there isnearly an equal number of bouses, but not 
one-half, so many people, who are chiefly soldiers. The prin- 
cipal manufactures of Hyderabad are of various kinds of arms, 
such as matchloeks, spears, swords, &c. and embroidered cloths. 
The former alone are stated to ailord occupation to one-fitth 
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of the inhabitants of the suburbs, and some of their work- 
manship is hardly to be Cistuaguisbed from. that of Europcaa 
artists. ; 





INTERESTING TRIAL. 


OLD BAILEY SESSLONS, Novewcer 1, 1816. 


TRIAL OF TURNER FOR MURDERING CURTIS IN A PU- 
GLILISTIC COMBAT. 


JTCHARD TURNER stoo? eapitally indicted for the mur- 
der of Joba Cartis, by beating him on the face and seves 
ral parts of the body, se asto occasion his death. 

John Curtis, father of the deceased, had seen him a few days 
before his death, but knew nothing more, . 

R. Coombs was present at the fight on the 22d of October ; 
the pasties fought on the ground in the presence of a great 
concourse of people, for an hour and 20 minutes; all was fair, 
and at the end of the fight the deceased Jay on the ground 
quite exhausted. On the part of the prisoner there was every 
mark of forbearance; when the deceased was lying on the 
ropes, wach beaten, the-prisoner did not strike bun, though he 
might have given him a violent blow, bet held up both his 
hands, to shew that he had takea poadvantage of the situation 
of his antagonist; the deceased was taken from the field to 
the Red Lio, at Hampton ; at the third round, before the end 
of the fight, witness begged deceased to leave off, but he said 
nothing was the matier with bim, and he was sare he wouk! 
win; when the secends bad put him on the ropes, that he 
might leave off, he broke from-them, and ran agam into the 
ring ; witness returned to the Red Lion, and foued the doctor 
with the deceased, and applied leeches to his temples; des 
ceased expired about 20 muiutes before 12, in the arms of the 
witness, 

Upon his cross-examination he stated that the deceased was 
in bad health atthe time, and bad, for six weeks. before the 
fight, been taking large quantities of mereury. During the 
ficht he drank much cold water, and a great quantity was 
thrown npon his head and body at the end of each round, the 
number of which was 62. 

Mr. Griffinhoof, surgeon, was with the deceased 20 minutes 
on the evening of the 22d of October. He was much beaten, 
and the features of the face contd not be distinguished. The 
deceased was quite insensiblc, Witness was not surprised 
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when he heard of his death next morning, which was undoubt- 
edly caused by the blows he had received. 

Upon bis cross-examinatidén, said he did not think the de- 
ceased would be immediately affected by the water that was 
thrown over him, though it might afterwards bring on a fever. 

The prisoner stated, in a written defence, that he had been 
goaded on tothe fight. He was no professed prize-fighter, as 
his antagonist was, from whom he had at different times re- 
ceived great provocation, and wished him repeatedly to leave 
off fighting. 

Mr. Baron Graham stated to the jury, that there appeared 
to have been no malice nor any deliberate cruelty on the part 

‘of the prisoner, who did not belong to the desperate and dan. 
gerous trade of prize-fighting, The conduct of the deceased 
on the contrary seemed to have been very obstinate. The jury 
returned a verdict of manslaughter, reconmending the pri- 
soner to mercy, from the humanity he had shewn in the fight, 
his sorrow for the issue, and his excellent character. 

We hope the fatal issue of this battle willoperate as a check 
ppon sach brutal contests, and that the magistrates will exert 
themselves to the utmost to prevent them, An idea may be 
formed of the horror of the scene from the circumstance that 
one of the witnesses deposed, that blood poured from every 
pore in Cartis’s head, and that his eyes, nose, aud mouth, were 
sunning with blood in streams. 





- - — 


“Anecdotes and Character of the late Mrs. Jordan. 


Tew weeks since died, at the village of St. Cioud, near 
Paris, aged 56, in lamented obscurity, Mrs. Dorothea 
Jordan, lately the pride of the British stage, and one of the most 
favourite comic actresses of her time. She had been seized 
with av inflammation of the lungs, but the immediate cause of 
her death was the rupture of a blood-vessel in a fit of cough- 


ing, which carried her off in a few hours, avd before any of 


ber family could be apprized of her danger. She was the 
daughter of an Irish officer, of the name of Bland, with whom 
her mother had eloped from the house of her father, a digni- 
fied clergyinan, while the captain was with his regiment in 
Wales. Necessity compelled them to have recourse to the 
stage for support ; and Dorothea drew her first breath among 
the ‘Thespian corps. 

At a very early age she procured an engagement with Ryder, 
the Deblin manager, making her first uppearance in Phocbe, 
in As You Like it, a play in which she afterwards shone so 
eminently in Rosalind. She took the name of Fraucis, on 
her first appearance, to avoid wounding the piide of her fas 
ther’s 
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ther’s relatives. Daly soon afterwards engaged her for his 
theatre, at Crow-street, and her favour with the public ia- 
creased; but, some improper conduct on the part of the ma- 
nager obliging her to quit Dublin, she joined the Yorkshire 
company of Tate Wilkinson, at Leeds. Tie manager asking 
her in what line she wished to engage, she immediately aa- 
swered, with that fascivatiug frankness and vivacity so pecu- 
liarto her, “ all!” She was first introduced; as Calista in The 
Fair Penitent, and as Lucy in The Virgin Unmasked. Her 
merit soon. became known—~the applause she received, in 
whatever character she undertook, was unbounded, and for 
some years she, played with success through the midland and 
notthern counties where she is still well remembered. She 
was in due tiige applied to by the London managers, and ea- 
gaged at Deury-lane at four pounds a week. Peggy in The 
Country Girl, and the Spoiled Child, were ber chef d’ceuvres, 
and we never again shall witness the same naiveie with whieb 
she performed: this character. Her salary, after performing 
them, was first doubled, and ihen trebled ; two benefits in the 
season were also allowed her, Fora loug period, she con- 
tinued in the highest receipt of any salacy before given at 
Drury-lane,—0). a week. Soon alter her engagement in the 
metropolis she lost her mother; but all her relatives have felt 
the effects of her bounty; for, though her maternal fooduess 
first pointed towards her own numerous family, yet her gene 
rosity has been extreme to others. 

The uome of her first busband was Ford, by whom she had 
several children ; but for many years she lived at Bushy, as 
the recognised companion of a royal duke, by whom she had 
a large and interesting family. Her prudence, discretion, and 
good sense in this situation, procured her the respect of hun- 
dreds of discreet matrons. Shein treth enjoyed all the luxuries 
of royalty, aad never was contaminated by its pride, its fol- 
lies, or its grosser vices. flad she been born to a throne, she 
could no’, in all that the good qualities of the heart command, 
have been more beloved of respected than while she presided 
at the hospitalities, the festivities, and the charities of the 
fovai raugcer, 

Sie was, however, never diverted by private splendeur from 
the duties of her public profession as an actress, tor chereia 
‘existed the basis of ber fame. In the line of parts which she 
filled, she was not only without any rival, but she was almost 
adored by the great audiences which she dtew together. Her 
tones were magical in their effect on the heart; and, in the 
singing of nations! ballads, unaccompanied by mustc, she had 
ho eqnal ; nevertheless her powers were those of nature; and, 
Without effort or artifice, she drew tears or bursts of laughté& 
by the simple intouations of her voice, and by the interest 
9 which 
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which her presence pave to every scene. Her death was so 
sudden that ho countrymen nttended her tothe crave; and 
two travelling Bnvtishine: 1'who saw’ ber funeral pass, were the 
first publishers of tbe evenr, 





An: American Traveller's Account of Madame de Stael. 


THRE. leagues from Geneva, on the north side of the 
lake, 18 the village of Capet, and the chateau of Madame 
de Stael. ‘We had letters of introduction, and eagerly em- 
braced the ‘opportunity of seeing this celebrated lady. Her 
reception of ws was such as [ expected from her distinguished 
hospitality and polished manners. L believe { was never more 
alive (© the gratification of curiosity. She asked me imme- 
distely avany questions relating to my voyage, Xe. and the 
conversation soon became fixed ov one subject—that of Eng- 
land. ‘She'hasbeen in England twice, but was very young ‘at 
the-time of her first visit: sheis well nequainted with the peu- 
ple and their manners, and has seized the true spirit and cha- 
racter of the nation. She had been too much accustomed to 
the society of France and dialy to relish their reserved and 
austere manners, and the picture sie dens of them in Corinna 
aecords elosely with ver real sentiments. Lt is nor —— 
however, that it should be so; her imagination, lively and a 
dent, kindles into enthusiasm ¢n the fine climate of bale | i in 
Englend is ts even wore chilled by the national reserve than by 
the gloomy sky. She inquired particularly of the interesting 
topics of the duy—I mentioned, among others, the subscrip- 
tion for the relief of the distressed sufferers in Portugal. 
What a superb inztion !” she exclaimed, “ there are three 
things that | now admire—the firmness of the Pope, the con- 
duct ef the Spaniards, and the English. It is the character of 
the men which she adinires in the English—that proud and 
haughty independence, so rarely met with on the Continent, 
hes captivated her imagination, and L-could not but mark the 
eathusiasm with which she repeaied— 


Pride in their port, defiance in their eye, 
1 see the Jordsof human-kind pass by. 


She told us chat she had completed a work on the literature 
of the Gerinans, and complaine.; much of the police, which, it 
, bas forbidden its publication. Her conversation Is 
lively and sparkling, and L iouad nothing below the peculiat 
elevation goneet 11 had ascribed to the authoress of Corinna. 
There is a good P rtrait of ber in the character of Corinna, 
with a jyre in ber band, in the midst ef a wild and romantic 
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piece of scenery, catching the moment of inspiration, and 
chanting the hymns of an improvisatore. 

The chateau, which is the present residence of Madame de 
Stael, belonged to her father, the celebrated Neckar. Here 
he spent the last years of his life, beloved by all around him, 
and happy, no doubt, that he was beyond the reach of the re- 
volutionary tempest, which posterity may, perhaps, think he 
contributed Jargely, though innocently, to raise. There are 
sone circumstances that mark the enthasiasm which prevails 
in these countries in minds of the most exalted character; we 
resemble our English ariceéstors too much as yet to admit of 
the same indulgence in America. Indeed the dull uniformity 
of our manners, and thé austere simplicity of our :religion, 
séem to sober and repress the imagination, bringing it down on 
certain points to one general level established forall. Madame 
Neckar was noted for matiy and singular virtues; she lan- 
guished for some time under the pressure of slow disease, and, 
being passionately fond of music, some of the best performers 
were frequently introduced into an adjoining chamber to 
soothe her mind by the powerful influence of their art; and 
she actuaily expired while they were playing a beautiful aad 
plaintive airof an Italian opera, 

Madame Neckar is said to have been ore of the finest wo. 
men of her time, and the attachment of her husband seems to 
have been of no common cast. In a wood adjoining to the 
house is av inclosed burial ground, in which he caused a vant 
to be constructed, and lined with black marble. In the mids 
of the vault was placed a large sarcophagus of a single block 
of stone, in which was deposited the body of Madame Neckar, 
inclosed in a leaden coffin, and reposing upon aromatic herbs 
and flowers; to this place ‘Neckar repaired every day to ine 
dulge in solitude the luxury of his eref, and deplore the loss 
of ber he so much loved, Upon his own death, in 1804, his 
body was placed in the same tomb by the side of his wife, 4 
large slab of marble set over the sarcophagus, and the vault 
walled up and closed. 

It is understood that Madame ‘de Stael resides at Capet in 
obedience to the commands of the French police. She talked 
of her intended voyage to America, and her situation at pres 
sent is evidently exceedingly irksome. She inquired whether 
the emigrations from Holland and Germany were frequent ; 
and when | mentioned the causes that now totally interrapted 
them, “ Ah!” she exclaimed, could they go, our great lord 
and master would soon be left to reign over the desert he 


created,” 
PORT-FOLIO, 
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FASHIONS FOR NOVEMBER. 

[From Ackermann’s Repocisiey.} 
MORNING DRESS. 


Round dress, composed of cambric ; the skirt is finished 

at bottom by four rows of rich embroidery and two 
floances of work; itis very full; and the body, which is a che- 
misette, has:also considerable fulness thrown behind. The 
body is made up to the throat, and trimmed at the neck witha 
double frill of rich work: it is made very full bebind, but 
plain in front. A long loose sleeve, finished at the wrist by 
three puffings, and a single fall of narrow work. Head-dress, 
a morning cornette, composed of fine clear muslin, with a bor- 
der to correspond. The crown of this cornette is ornamented 
something in the style of a turban, with rolls of muslin, and 
finished at the top by a bow of straw-coloured ribbon. 


EVENING DRESS. 


A lilac and white striped gauze dress over a white satin slip; 
the buttom of the skirt is ornamented with five rows of white 
silk trimming, of a very light and elegant description ; it has 
just. been introduced, and the pattern has more novelty than 
any thing we have seen for some time; a single flounce of 
ceep blond lace completes the trimming. The body is also 
very novel; the upper part is formed of lace, and the lower of 
gauze, to correspond with the dress: the latter is quite tight to 
the shape, but the former has an easy fulness, which forins the 
shape in a manner extremely advantageous to the figure. The 
sleeve is short and very full; it is composed of lace, looped 
high, and finished by a trimming to correspond witli that on 
the skirt. ‘The hair is full dressed without any ornament. 


ee 
{From La Belle Assemblee.] 
CARRIAGE COSTUME. 


High dress of fine French cambric; the border ornamented 
with four tucks, and finished by a broad muslin flounce; full 
double ruil of fine lace, left open at the throat. Over this 
dress is worn that elegant pelisse, entitled the oriental, of black, 
faced and ornamented with cachemire shaw] trimming, and 
lined with amber coloured sarsnet, British bonnet of amber 
coloured silk, surmounted by ears of Indian corn, and the 
crown encircled by a wreath of cogn leaves, 


PARISIAN 
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PARISIAN PUBLIC PROMENADE DRESS. 


Round dress of fine muslin, ornamented at the border with 
rich embroidery between two flounces of broad lace. Lilae 
sarsnet spencer, elegantly ornamented with silk trimming. 
Hussar hat of lilac sarsnet and fine blond, surmounted by a 
full plame of white feathers, and placed very backward-over a 
plaited cornette, Lilac shoes laced with ribband of the same 
colour; gloves of lemon coloured kid, and a parasol of very 
light lavender colour, shot with white and white border, A 
Parisian shawl of Jemon colour, with a superb border of dif- 
ferent coloured flowers, is sometimes thrown over this dress. 





EARTHQUAKE IN SCOTLAND. 
Tver part of the united kingdom experienced an awful 


visitation of Providence on Tuesday the 13th inst. at 25 
minutes past ten, P.M. 

The evening was uncommonly calm, the thermometer at 
60 degrees, the barometer at 29,8, when, at the time above- 
mentioned, a violent shock of au earthquake was felt, extend- 
ing from north-west to south-east ; it lasted for about eight 
seconds. I was at supper with my family, when we perceived 
a sudden tremor or motion, which caused the glasses on the 
sideboard to rattle violently; and shook the house most percep- 
tibly, causing the bells to ring; this was accompanied with a 
rumbling sound, which appeared at first to be underneath; im- 
mediately thereafter resembled the sound of a coach and four 
driving full speed along a street, and in a moment after it ap- 
peared to come from the roof of the house, as if a number of 
persons were forcibly bursting open the door. The dogs 
howled violently, and appeared sensible of something superna 
tural. In one house, two canary birds, in a cage, were so vio- 
lently alarmed as to drop down dead. 

The consternation in this neighbourhood was very general, 
but, fortunately, no damage was done, except one chimney-top 
which was rent; [ wish I could add, that the same was the case 
to the westward, but the shock was much more violent in that 
direction ; and, at Inverness, the beautiful spire of the gaol 
and court house was so much damaged, as to render it doubtful 
whether it may not be necessary to take it down, being thrown 
about eight inches off the perpendicular, for about twelve feet 
at the top, and only supported from fal.ing by a long iron rod, 
to which the weather-cock is attached. 

Many chimneys were thrown down, mo fewer than seven in 
one court, and several houses rent from top to bottom. 

GY @ One 











gi2 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





One most providential escape occurred in town: a stack of 
chimneys on a house adjoining one occupied by Mr. K—~ 
being thrown down, the stoves forcing their way through the 
rool, aud falling directly upon the bed in which Mr. and Mrs, 
kK —— were, without doing them the least injury. 

In the district of country west from Inverness, called the 
Aird, the shock was still more violent; the houses of Phos. 
sachis and Bogsey being completely rent, and another, occu- 
pied by C rC was so much damaged as to oblige the 
family to leave it immediately. The cast end of the old priory 
of Beemly. was likewise thrown down. 

At Fort George the ramparts shook so violently, that the 
sentinels on duty at the main gaie conceived an atlempt was 
made to force itopen, and, under this idea, challenged the 
supposed intruders. The range-of front buildings, occupied 
as the governor's, lieutenant-governoi’s, and the other staff- 
oflicers’ houses, appeared ts the soldiers on guard to be bowed 
violently backward and forward, or, as one of them ex pressed 
it, to be shaken like a strong ash tree in a violent storm. The 
sea appeared much agitated, and, at the ferry of Kessoc, the 
boatmen, who, were at the time crossing it, experienced three 
violent waves, such as must have sunk the boat bad there been 
any wind; indeed they conceived they had ren upon some 
sand-bank. 

About%boc, A.M. a second, but slight shock was experi« 
enced; but, from the hour, was only noticed by a few. 

I should have mentioned that the mercury in the barometer 
was much agitated immediately after the earthquake, anda 
small fire-ball was observed in the air, in a direction from north 
to south, immediately succeeding it. 








* * % * 


Nairn, August 31. 





Original Letter from Lord Bolingbroke to Pope. 
[From the Port-Folio of Philadelphia.) 


Dear Pope, 


Do not know how it is, but the air of Twickenham agrees 
A withane considerably better than a residence in town; and 
L find a greater share of satisfaction at the boitom of your 
little garden, than ever 1 experienced in the bustle of a court, 
Possibly this may proceed from a proper estimation of your 
worth, and a just opinion of all the ambitious coronets or 
fawning sycophants I was once surrounded with, Certain it 
is, however, the dignity of human nature lessens my notions 

o! 




















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. gas 


of things, according to the knowledge I have of mankind; and 
the more intimate | become with the generality of people, the 
greater occasion Ihave to despise them. The felon at the 
bar, and the judge upon the bench, are stimulated by the same 
motives, though they act in different capacities; for the one 
but plunders through a hope of gain; and let me ask if the 
other would take any pains io the administration of justice 
without a reasonable gratuity for bis labour? 

This, you will say, may be carrying things too far, and pos- 
sibly it may be so—yet, though a particular instance or two 
may be brought to contradict an observation of this kind, they 
can by no means be produced as arguments against universal 
depravity. 1am greatly pleased with a remark which Swift 
made a tew days ago in a conversation which we had on this 
subject, I need not tell you how sour the dean isin his senti- 
weuts of the world—but | think the following declaration is 
not more distinguished for its severity than supported by its 
jusice: “ Were we (said he) to make a nice examination inte 
the actions of every man, we should find one half of the world 
to be rogues, and the other half tobe blockheads. The latter 
half may be divided into two classes—the good-natured blocks 
head, and the sensible; the ove, through aa easiness of tem- 
per, is always liable to be ill used: the other, through an ex 
cess of vanity, is frequently exposed to be wretched. Mutual 
confidence and real friendship are very pretty words, but sel- 
dom carry any meaning; no men will entertain an epinion of 
another which is opposite to his own interest; and a nod from 
agreat man, or a smile from a strumpet, will set a couple of 
blockheads by the ears, who, a moment before, would have 
ventured their lives for each other's reputation!” 

Lord Peterborough dined with me yesterday. Lhaveahigh 
idea of the goodness of this nobleman’s heart, though it may 
be brought as a proof against my favourite system ; bat he is 
of a tuin so excessively romantic, that 1 cannot be equally 
prejudiced in favour of his understanding. J have no notion 
of a maia’s perpetually exposing himself to unnecessary dan- 
gers for the mere sake of being talked of ; or, through a ridi- 
colous thirst for military glory, venturing a life which should 
be preserved for the service of his prince, and the interest of 
his country. My motive for saying this is neither founded 
upon pique, nor directed by i'l nature. My lord is a man for 
whom l have a most perfect regard, and my esteem alone is 
the reason why [ may be so extremely sensible of his errors. 

I saw Addison this morning—Somehow or other, Pope, l 
can by no means think that mau an excellent poet; his prose 
is very good—but there is a heaviness about his versification 
Which is totally inconsistent with elegance and spirit, and 
which, though it may, in the thoughts of some people, —7 
much 
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much judgment, is, in my opinion, a proof of very little 
genius. 1 am far, you know, from being fond of eternal epi- 
theis in poetry, or endless endeavours at sublimity of expres- 
sion ; but I would have it exalted a little above prose in the 
most humble species, and carry aa air of some dignity and im- 
portance. 

Trivial as the remark may appear, it is very well fora boy of 
fourteen, who was reading Cato, and coming to that part which 
is so highly celebrated by some of the author's friends, 


“ So the pure limpid stream when foul with stains ;” 


the lad burst into a fit of laughing, and cried, here isa bull— 
—whoever thought that the stream could be pure and lipid, 
yet at the same time foul with stains? I could not help joining 
the laugh at the archoess of the boy’s observation, though the 
criticism might seem too low for jadgments of more experience 
aud maturity. But why do | entertain a fellow of your abili- 
ties jn this manner, who are so greatly a superior master of ihe 
subject? [am somehow fond of scribbling, and become tri- 
fling for the sake of spinning out a letter, Uf possible, I shall 
take an airing down your way on Saturday, and pray let me 
have a little leg of lamb, with some spinnach and plain butter, 
to regale on. Where | dine in town they starve me with 
luxury; and I have sat at many a table where I had not a bit 
of any thing to eat, because | had too much of every thing, 
You and [ can go down to the bottom of the garden, and ma- 
nage a bottle or two of that excellent ale after dinner, and enjoy 
what you are good-naturedly pleased to call 


“ The feast of reason, and the flow of soul.” 


Farewell, dear Pope, and believe me to be your own 


BOLINGBROKE, 





CE eee 


Sketch of the Life of Prince Gortschakoff. 


paiNce Alexey [vanowitch Gortschakoff was born in 1769 
at Moscow, where his father, prince and field marshal, 
retired ofter the seven years’ war, in which he acquired great 
reputation. Ata very eatly age the young prince began his 
military career, though a prince and a son of a field marshal, 
as a serjeant in the Preobragenskoy guards; but the father, 
wishing bim to begin by a different sort of service, requested 
of the empress to send him with the rank of captain to one of 
the regiments iu the neighbourhood of Cherson, on the Black 
Sea, ugder the command of General Souvoroff, 
Though 
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Though he was a prince anda relation of that celebrated 
general, he first made him serve as a simple infantry soldier, 
where be lived and did duty with the private men; he was 
then raised to the rank of serjeant, and afier some time he was 
transferred to a regiment of cavalry as a private dragoon, 
where he dressed his horse, and did duty like his comrades. 
Raised to the rank of serjcant, he served in that capacity 
for awhile, and then he was made to serve in a Cossack regi- 
ment. 

Atter this rude apprenticeship to the military art, Souvoréff 
being satisfied with bis conduct, and aftera strict examination, 
made the prince his aid-de-cawnp, iv which capacity he went 
on the famous journey of the empress to the Crimea. 

Asawar with the Turks was immediately after declared, 
Souvoroff, under Prince Potemkin, attacked them at Kilburn, 
on the Black Sea, where the Turks were defested with great 
loss, and our young prince obtained the rank of second major 
for his good conduct. 

In 1788 he served with the battalion of infantry in the flotilla 
commanded by the Prince of Nassau, when in six engage- 
ments by sea the Turks were completely defeated, when the 
prince was placed under the command of Paul Jones, and 
finished his naval career with great eclat; from whence he 
went immediately to the siege of Otschakost, which bad al- 
ready commenced. 

Prince Potemkin, knowing his conduet and bravery, imme- 
diately made him major de tranoke, in which capacity he com- 
manded Les Enfans Perdues in the forlorn hope under the 
Prince of Auhcit, where, foi his bravery, he received the cross 
of St. George of the 4th class. He was then madeaid-de-camp- 
general to Prince Potemkin himself, distinguished himself at 
the taking of Bender, made so famous by Charles XIL. of 
Sweden, and was made Lieutenant-Colonel. At the furious 
and fatal attack on ismatil, be distinguished himself as usual, 
and was made full colonel. 

The diplomatic talents of the prince were next tried, and 
he was sent to treat and sign preliminaries wih the Grand 
Vizier in 1791—a proof that his abilities and conduct inspired 
great canfideuce, for he was then but in his 22d year. 

In 1792 he commanded under Count de Fersen in Poland, 
where he commanded the advanced guards, aud greatly disiin- 
guished himself, and received the order of St. Wiadimer and 
the goldeu sword ; and was afterwards seat to reconcile two 
powerful Polish princes, which by his addiess be accom- 
plished, thereby consolidating the yuioa of the Polish conte- 
deration. 

In 1794 he again served under Souvoroff at the taking of 
Warsaw, after the Prussians iad abandoned the siege ; and 
9 ior 
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for his bravery received the order of the red eagle of Prus- 
sia. 

In 1796 the prince rose to the rank .of major-general ; and 
wn 1797 accquitted himself so well in quelling a distarbanee in 
the interior of Russia, that he was made licutenant-general, and 
received the grand cross of 5.. Anne, and mide commander of 
the Seminefiskoy guards. 

At the cod of thes sume year he was made governor of Sie 
beria, with the military command, and the management of the 
rich mines, and commerce of that country, Shieh received 
great benefit from the exertions of his abetste. 

Elis penetr: ting eye, though bred to a military life, per. 
ceived that hiaelita, which was the channel through which the 
commerce with China was carried on, was not so well situated 
for that purpose as Buchterma ; he accordingly applied to the 
Emperor Pav for permission to change that intermediate sta- 
tion, and to fortily it. ‘Phe former request was. granted ; but 
fear of giviug umbrage to the Ciinese government oceasioned 
hesitation as to the laiter; here the prince displayed great ad- 
dress, for he found means to bring the Chinese, not to consent, 
but to make a request that Buchterma should be fortitied, it 
being for the safety of the merchants of botly counties. 

At the moment that he received the Chinese deputation for 
that purpose, he received ordersio returm to take command 
under General Souvoroffin Italy, To be thas sent to travel 
above 6000 miles to take a command, is a proof of the estima- 
tion ip which he was held.—In this campaign he gathered Fresh 
Jaurels,and obtained the order of St. Alexander Newsky of 
Rassia, of Maria Theresa of Austria, St. Huber: and the gol- 
¢en lion of Bavaria, whose troops he commanded, and also 
St. Mawrice, and another order of Sardinia. 

In the Ltalian campaign the care of provisioning thé army 
fell to him under very dificuh circumstances. [t must be well 
remembered how the Russians, at such a distance frou home, 
were al] at once deserted by Germany, which had called them 
ihere ; but it isnot so generally known that they refused either 
money or provisions. In this dilemma Prince Gorischakoff 
prevailed on the King of Bavaria, whom he visited in’ person, 
to give the necessary aid, and thus extricated the army from a 
very distressing situation. 

He was next sent to Sweden, to assist at the coronation of 
Gustavus Adolpiius, when the people of Finland refused to 
take the usual oaths, till by persuasion and intimidation Prince 
Gortschakoff prevailed on them to submit, and was: nominated 
governor-general of Russian Finland; and it is a singular cir 
cumstance that be was afterwards employed under other cir- 
cumstances to separate that same country from the crown of 
Swecen. 
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In the year of the memorable battle of Austerlitz he pre- 
sided at the senate of Moscow, and had the military arranges 
ments of that province. 

In 1807 he commanded acorps, that went to assist Prussia 
against the French; and at the battle of Leilsburg he com- 
manded the whole Russian atmy, when Gen. Benningsen 
was indisposed ; and for the signal services he performed re- 
ceived the order of St. George of the third class, and St. 
Wiadimer of the second class, from his own sovereign; and 
the black eagle from the King of Prussia. 

It was alter the Treaty of ‘Tilsit, that terminated the unfor- 
tunate war with Prussia, that the prince was sent to conquer 
Finland from Sweden, where he received a wound in the groin, 
which compelled him to quit the command, when he returned 
to St. Petersburgh : and in 1812 the most important moment 
Russia ever saw, he was made minister of war; and it was 
under his auspices that those military measures were taken, and 
those armies organized and sent out, that repulsed the despot 
of France with 600,000 men drawn from 15 different nations, 
and sent him back beaten and alone to call for new conscrip- 
tions. 

During four years that the prince was minister, Russia rose 
from a detensive attitude to be the first military power on the 
continent, and daring the same period Paris was twice entered 
by the allies, and twice saved by the magnanimity of the con- 
guerors. 

The reader must have remarked the severe training which 
the prince teceived of his first entrance in the army, and his 
very gradua! advancement, notwithstanding his rank and ser- 
vices ; but what is still more curious and important to know is, 
that when minister at war, the armies of Russia at one time 
amounted to 1,180,000 men; and though in the field aud in 
activity, by means of his economy and good order, the expence 
only amounted in the year to 155,000,000 rubles, or, at the 
present exchange, at 9}d. per rouble, 6,135,416. sterling, and 
about sufficient to pay about eighty English regiments of 
1000 men each in time of peace. Perhaps it might pay about 
50,000 men in time of war; that is to say, the proportion is 
about as one to twenty-one. 

This is a fearful difference indeed. With such facts before 
our eyes, can England ever think of becoming a military na- 
tion? Let her keep to. the sea, and then she will outstrip com- 
petition ; bat by land she never can. 

It is principally to this prince that the Yorkshire clothiers 
owe the greaj orders received for cloth from Russia, by which 
thousands are employed, who would othérwise have been like 
~ siocking-weayers aud iron-workers—idle, and without 

read. 
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The prioge is now a field-marshal, and member of the great 
imperial council, and senator. 








Anecdote of Lord Castlereagh. 


ie the year 1737, as the present Lord Castlereagh, then Mr. 
Stewart, was eainsing the pleasures of an aquatic excursion, 
with his school-fellow and frit nd Mr. Sturrock, near Castle- 
Stewart, the seat of his lordship’s father, the ear] of London- 
derry, nnaccompahied by any other person, a violent squall of 
wind upset the boat two miles from shore, Lord Castlereagh, 
Who was an excellent swiminer, recollecting that Mr. Sturrock 
coul.! not swim, immediately on the beat sinking, direeted his 
attention to his friend, swam to bim, placed a piece of broken 
oar onder his breast, recommended him with the most encou- 
raging coinposvre and presence of wind to remain as long as 
he could on this piece of wood, and when fatigued, to turn 
himself on his his back, which he shewed hic | how to effect by 
pac ine himself ia that position. Ile continued swimuing 
near his friend, occasionally raising bis hands, jn the hope that 
some one might discover their perilous situation. Mr. Stur- 
sock, father to the young friend of Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. 

Clealand, his lordship’s tutor, had been looking : at the boat pre- 
vious to the squall, trom which they had takes shelter in a tem- 
ple in the gardens at Monat-Stewart. Upon the slorm subside 

ing, these gentlemen quitted the place, immediately wissed the 
bone, and concluded that she was lost. Most providen tially, 
they found in the harbgura small boat, into which they sprung, 
with feelings, which it would be vuin to describe, and, after 
sowing with all their vigour for a mile and a half, they at last 
discov vered, as the waves rose and fejl,a hat, and, vot far from 
it a hand waving; they redoubled their exertions, and came 
up to Lord C astlereagh, whe implored them not to wind him, 
but instantly to goto his companion. Never mind me,” said 
his lordship, “ for God's sake go to Sturrock, or be will be lost 
—leave me, | think [ can support myself until you return.” 
They accordingly left hiw, and arrived at the critical moment, 
when his young friend bad just risen, after sinking the first 
time, and seizing him by the hair, they drew him, quite sense 
Jess and exhausted, into the boat,—avother minute, and all 
would have been over ‘They then returned to his lordship, and 
rescued him also, It is smpossible to describe the aliernate 
agovy avd joy which characterized the whole of this awlul 
aud impressive scene, 
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THE DEATH OF THE FELON. 


a is acalm aod he!y dread 

7 hat lingers round the dying bed : 
No tear is shed, the accents close, 
That pray’d the parting soul’s repo 
And not a sigh, ner passing breath, 
May break the sulemn pause of death. 


Oh! far unlike the mortal strife 
That marks the felun’s close of life ! 
No favihtul wife and children press 
To catch hos took of tenderness; 
But gazing crowds throng near the place 
OF death's dark scene and dire disgrace, 
And peint, with self approving eye, 
To guili io life’s extremity. 
But mark that Jock of calm despair ! 
Paternal hope it bligbted there ; 
And the puor mother’s gricf as wild, 
"That weeps but dares net own her child. 
The wreiched widow turns to hide 
The tears that down her cheeks would glide, 
If the proud stranger passing by 
Should mark with scorn her streaming eye. 
His children hide the drooping head, 
Within some lone and humbie shed, 
And there conceal the blush of shame, 
That crimsons at a father’s name, 


Nor these alone the ills that wait 
The guilty felon’s awftl state: 
Cut o® tn pride of early bloom, 
The destin’d victim of the tomb; 
Robb’d at one stroke of health and life— 
"Lorn from his children, friends, and wife, 
‘The captive wretch mest now deplore, 
The peace which he can know no more. 


At that lone hour when mortals rest, 
With peuceful, soothing slumbers blest, 
‘The pris’ner wakes to weep and pray, 
That Heav’n would close his wintry day, 
lire that terrific hour may come, 

When justice calls him to his doom, 
Pale pricf with him her vigils keeps, 
Who ever watches, ever weeps, 

And transient is the deep repose 
That sheds oblivion o’er his woes. 
For him no more the morning ray 
Shall! usher in another day ; 

And the bright sun that gilds his cell, 
Hatb smil’d on him a last farewell, 


With firm, yet humble hope, on HIGH 
Is fix'd his penitential eye, 


And 





920 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 




















































And the shrill accents of despair 

Are hush’d to breathe the dying prayer. 
The bitterness of death was past 2 
When he had fondly look’d the last, 
On that dear form in anguish press’d, 
Half.dying to an husband's breast ; 
And on his ear fell, sad and slow, 
The mournful plaint of infant woe. 


Death’s awful knell is heard to toll 
A requiem to his parting soul— 
His tellow-convicts throng around, 
And catch with faltering breath the sound; 
Then press in their’s the clay-cold hands 
Of him who lost. in sorrow stands, 
While tears flow down each rugged cheek, 
Which all the heart's sad anguish speak. 
The minister of peace is come 
To call his wretched. wand'rers home ; 
For the last time the kuce they bend 
To HIM, the pris’ner’s hope and friend; 
For the last time commend the soul 
Bow’d with religion's mild controul, 
And raise to Heav’n the fervent prayer, 
That guilt may find forgiveness there. 


With lifted eye and solemn tread, 
They read the service of the dead,* 
And call on Christ, who died to save 
The sinner from the darksome grave, 
Whose voice had bade the thicf arise d 
To dwell with him in Paradise ; 
‘This thought has rais’d the dying bead, D 
And o’er the sou! sweet comfort shed. re 
Ficm in this hope, he views the spot 
Where penitence avails him not; 
fénd where the final struggle o’er, re 
His beart shail wake to woe no more. t' 
For the last time the victim prays 
Forgiveness on hts evil ways: 

His dv ing words the silence break, a 

Corfession of his guilt to make, I 

His eye surveys the earthly scene: k 

Then fixt on Heay'’n with luok serene, 

Hc pe trembles on his parting breath, 0 

A\nd smooths the ragged path to death. p 
0 
u 


Though o’er his tomb no stone may tell 
His guitty tale, or how he fell, 





Yet the poor rustic passing by t 
Views his june grave with tearful eye, 

Aad bids his children leave their play t 
To hear and iearn that righteous way, i 
Which, had the felon early tried, k 
He now had liv’d—nor on the scaffold died! f 
* Alluding to the introductory sentences in the burial service, ** I am the $ 

resurrection and the lite,” read by the chaplain in the prucessjun to the place 
of execution, 
a SaaS eee Sere Ys MN | 
EPITAPH ON RICHARD REYNOLDS. t 
N two short lines his worth we blend, 

| 


He hvy’d with God and maa—a FRIEND. 








